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Biblical Studies

A Covenant to Keep - Meditations on the Biblical 
Theme of Justice, (Center for Public Justice 2000).

Reading the Bible in Public, Comment, Mar. 3, 2006.

Imaging God in Caring for Creation, 2011 Logos 
Bulletin (Surabaya, Indonesia).

The Seven Days of Creation, 46 Calvin Theological 
Journal 111 (Apr. 2011).

Calvinism, neo-Calvinism, Reformation

James W. Skillen & Stanley Carlson-Thies, Religion 
and Political Development in Nineteenth-Century 
Holland, Publius: Journal of Federalism, Summer 
1982, at 43. 

From Covenant of Grace to Equitable Public Pluralism: 
The Dutch Calvinist Contribution, 31 Calvin 
Theological Journal 67 (1996).

Reformed … and Always Reforming?, in Church, State 
and Citizen - Christian Approaches to Political 
Engagement  (Sandra F. Joireman ed., Oxford 
2009).

Semper Reformanda in All of Life, Pro Rege Sept. 2010, 
at 16.

Christian politics, parties and 
organisation, civic education

Christians Organizing for Political Service: A Study 
Guide Based on the Work of the Association for 
Public Justice, (APJ Education Fund 1980).

Christian Politics in the 21st Century, Seoul, Korea, 
(1998) (booklet).

Educating Christian Citizens: Where Do You Start, 
2010 Logos Bulletin (Surabaya, Indonesia).

Christian social-political thought

Augustine and Contemporary Evangelical Social Thought, 
The Reformed Journal, Jan. 1979, at 19.
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Public Justice and True Tolerance, in Confessing Christ 
and Doing Politics 54 (James W. Skillen ed., APJ 
Education Fund 1982).

Pluralism as a Matter of Principle, in The Many and the 
One: Religious and Secular Perspectives on Ethical 
Pluralism in the Modern World 257 (Richard 
Madsen and Tracy B. Strong eds., Princeton 
2003).

The Revelatory and Anticipatory Character of Politics, 
Center for Public Justice Background , #95:5 
(1995).

Christian worldview

Politics and Eschatology: Political Action and the 
Coming of God’s Kingdom, AACS August Niagara 
Conference, reprinted with minor amendments as 
Christian Action and the Coming of God’s Kingdom, 
in Confessing Christ and Doing Politics 88 (James 
W. Skillen ed., APJ Education Fund 1982). 

The Bible, Politics and Democracy: What Does Biblical 
Obedience Entail for American Political Thought, 
in The Bible, Politics and Democracy 55 (R.J. 
Neuhaus ed. 1985).

Don’t Just Do Something; Sit There!, 3 Christian Legal 
Society Quarterly 31 (1986).

The Gift of Administration, 3 Christian Legal Society 
Quarterly 26 (1988).

Politics for Government, or Government for Politics? 
Prism, Sept.-Oct. 1994, at 16.

Democracy

Democracy and Social Reform, in Faith and Freedom 
- Christian Contributions to the Development of 
Modern Democracy 56 (Brent Fulton and Cecilia 
Yau eds., China Ministries International, 1990).

Toward a Contemporary Christian Democratic Politics 
in the United States, in Christian and Democracy 
in Global Context 85 (J. Witte Jr. ed., Westview 
1993).

50 Key Articles and Essays
by James W Skillen

By Bruce Wearne
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In Pursuit of Justice: Christian-Democratic 
Explorations (2004).

Political Parties, in 4 Encyclopedia of Christianity 76 
(Eerdmans 2006).

“Christian Democracy”—an Oxymoron? Root and 
Branch, Nov. 2007, at 9. 

Education, schooling

James W. Skillen & Rockne McCarthy & William 
Harper, Disestablishment a Second Time (Christian 
University Press and Eerdmans 1982).

Thomas Jefferson and the Religious Character of 
Education, 4 Religion and Public Education 381 
(Fall 1987).

Religion and Education Policy: Where Do We Go From 
Here? 3 The Journal of Law and Politics 503 
(Spring 1990).

Living by Principle in a Complex Social Order, in 
Schooling Christians 65 (Stanley Hauerwas & 
John H Westerhoff eds., Eerdmans 1992).

International politics, globalization

International Politics and the Demand for Global 
Justice (Dordt College Press 1981).

The Expansion of Our Shrinking Globe, Christian Legal 
Society Quarterly, Summer 1991, at 4.

Politics on One World, in 66 Philosophia Reformata 
117 (2001).

To Look at the World Entirely Afresh, in Prospects and 
Ambiguities of Globalization: Critical Assessments 
at a Time of Growing Turmoil 1 (Lexington 2009).

Contending Ways of Life, in Prospects and Ambiguities 
of Globalization: Critical Assessments at a Time of 
Growing Turmoil 107 (Lexington 2009).

Political science, political theory

Toward a Comprehensive Science of Politics, in Political 
Theory and Christian Vision: Essays in Memory of 
Bernard Zylstra 57 (J. Chaplin & P. Marshall eds., 
University Press of America 1994).

Philosophy of the Cosmonomic Idea: Herman Dooyeweerd’s 
Political and Legal Thought, 33 Political Science 
Reviewer 318 (2003). 

The Pluralist Philosophy of Herman Dooyeweerd, in 
Christianity and Civil Society: Catholic and 
Neo-Calvinist Perspectives 97 (Jeanne Heffernan 
Schindler ed., Lexington Books 2008).

The Necessity of a Non-Reductionist Science of Politics, 
conference, Subject, Self, and Soul: Transdisciplinary 
Approaches to Personhood (Madrid, Spain July 
13-18, 2008), reprinted as Is A Science of Politics 
Possible? The Global Spiral (2009).

Religion and Politics

Religion and Politics, in Dictionary of Contemporary 
Religion in the Western World 103 (Intervarsity 
2002).

Islam and the USA: Contrasting Visions of the End 
of History, in The Gospel and Globalization: 
Exploring the Roots of a Globalized World 217 
(Regent College 2009).

Three Zionisms in the Shaping of American Foreign 
Policy, in God and Global Order - the Power of 
Religion in American Foreign Policy 87 (Baylor 
University 2010).

Rex Ahdar & Nicholas Aroney & James W. Skillen, 
Shari’a in the West (Oxford 2010).

US Politics

The Scattered Voice: Christians at Odds in the Public 
Square (Zondervan 1990).

Recharging the American Experiment: Principled 
Pluralism for Genuine Civic Community (Baker 
1994).

Is there a place for ‘Christian Politics’ in America?, (All 
of Life Redeemed – Asia, May 8, 1997), available 
at http://www.allofliferedeemed.asia/news/james-
w-skillen-is-there-a-place-for-christian-politics-
in-america-/.

American Statecraft: A New Art for the 21st Century, 
2000 Kuyper Lecture, available at http://www.
cpjustice.org/node/693.

American Statecraft, the United Nations, and Iraq, Pro 
Rege, Mar. 2003, at 1.

With or Against the World: America’s Role Among 
the Nations (Rowman and Littlefield 2005).

Welfare

James W. Sillen & Stanley Carlson-Thies, A New 
Vision for Welfare Reform: An Essay in Draft 
(Center for Public Justice 1994).

The Question of Being Human in Assessing the 
Requirements of Welfare Policy Reform, in Welfare 
in America: Christian Perspectives on a Policy in 
Crisis (James W. Skillen & Stanley Carlson-Thies 
eds., Eerdmans 1996).
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Christian Counselling in the Public Square: Principled 
Pluralism for the Common Good, 3 Edification: 
Journal of the Society for Christian Psychology 
5 (2009).

Civil Society and Human Development, in Local 
Ownership, Global Change: Will Civil Society 
Save the World? 183 (Roland Hoksbergen & 
Lowell Ewert eds., World Vision/MARC 2002); 
republished in In Pursuit of Justice - Christian 
Democratic Explorations 19 (Center for  Public 
Justice 2004).

________
Dr. Bruce Wearne, who lives in south-eastern Australia at 
Point Lonsdale, has been promoting a biblically-directed 
Christian social theory since his undergraduate studies 
at Monash University (1969-1971). Along the way he 
has published an extensive critical interpretation of the 
theoretical development of Talcott Parsons (1902-1979) 
and also serves on the editorial board of The American 
Sociologist. In recent times he has been editing on-
line annotated bibliographies of the works of various 
“reformational” scholars for “All of Life Redeemed”, UK. 
James W Skillen has been one of those scholars and it was 
while examining Skillen’s 1980s and 1990s contributions 
to the Christian Legal Society Quarterly that he concluded 
that these should be brought together in one volume to 
encourage a new generation of Christian students in their 
pursuit of public justice.


