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Student Organization Registration Policy Update 

The University of Florida has modified its policies relating to the registration of religious 

student groups as Registered Student Organizations (RSOs). The modification was made 

to accommodate any student group whose religious mission requires its membership to 

share the organization's religious beliefs, while at the same time continuing to protect the 

University's nondiscriminatory educational program. 

More than 760 student organizations covering a wide variety of interests are registered at 

the University. UF has always welcomed registration of religious organizations. More 

than 60 religious student organizations, of which about 48 are Christian, are registered as 

RSOs at UF. 

The University considers participation in registered student organizations to be an 

important educational opportunity for all of our students. The University applies its 

nondiscrimination in membership policy to registered student organizations to ensure that 

these important learning opportunities are not denied to any student due to discrimination 

based on race, sex, religion or certain other prohibited bases. 

A small number of religious student groups have expressed a religious need to ensure that 

all of their members share the religious beliefs of the organization. 

To the greatest extent possible-while fulfilling our nondiscriminatory educational mission 

and complying with the law-the University wants to be sure that a full range of religious 

student organizations feel just as free to register as any other type of student organization. 

This ensures that all of our students will find meaningful educational opportunities to 

participate in registered student organizations. 

As we are committed to serving all of our students well, the University has carefully 

considered how to address the concerns expressed by some religious student groups and 

individuals without compromising our educational program. After doing so, the 

University has made the decision to modify its nondiscrimination policy as follows: 

"Student organizations that wish to register with the Center for Student Activities and 

Involvement (CSAI) must agree that they will not discriminate on the basis of race, creed, 

color, religion, age, disability, sex, sexual orientation, marital status, national origin, 

political opinions or affiliations, or veteran status as protected under the Vietnam Era 

Veterans' Readjustment Assistance Act. 

A student organization whose primary purpose is religious will not be denied registration 

as a Registered Student Organization on the ground that it limits membership or 
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leadership positions to students who share the religious beliefs of the organization. The 

University has determined that this accommodation of religious belief does not violate its 

nondiscrimination policy." 

This modification of the University's registration policy recognizes a meaningful 

distinction between sincerely held current religious beliefs (which may be considered in 

selecting members or leaders of religious RSOs)-and religious or other status (e.g., 

religion of birth or historical affiliation). The modification takes effect immediately and 

is now reflected in the CSAl's Handbook of Student Activities as well as its registration 

and constitution guidelines and Web site. A letter has been sent to each religious student 

group that has recently sought and not received registration to ensure that it is aware of 

the modification and to invite its registration. 

 


