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SAMPLE LETTER TO CHRISTIAN ATTORNEY WHO IS NOT YET A MEMBER OF CHRISTIAN LEGAL SOCIETY:

Subject Line:  Invitation to Join the Christian Legal Society and the Los Angeles Chapter 

Greetings in the name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ!

This is a special invitation from our chapter’s Board for you to join the national Christian Legal Society (CLS) and our LA chapter.  CLS is the largest nondenominational organization of Christian attorneys, judges, law professors and law students in the country.  (If you are already involved with the Pasadena group or another local chapter of CLS, please continue with that local group or chapter instead.)

There are many benefits available to CLS members, including access to the online national CLS member directory, a reduced registration fee for the annual national CLS conference and a subscription to the Christian Lawyer.  Beyond the personal benefits, members contribute, by their participation and by adding to our membership numbers, to the impact of a ministry with enormous eternal significance for attorneys and importance to our legal system. 

CLS supports biblical conflict reconciliation and free/low-fee legal assistance for the needy; defends religious freedom and the sanctity of innocent human life; and offers the love, teachings and call of Jesus Christ to over 120,000 law students on America’s more than 180 law school campuses.

We hope you will accept this invitation to join CLS and our Los Angeles chapter.  The easiest way to join, and to affiliate with our Los Angeles chapter at the same time, is online, at www.clsnet.org.  A New Member Application is also attached for your convenience.  When you complete the Application, you can affiliate with our LA chapter by identifying “Los Angeles” as your local chapter.  CLS will allocate a portion of your dues to help support our local programs and activities.  (Your membership dues are not increased.)  Please reply to this e-mail as well, indicating that you have done so, so that we can be sure that we have your current e-mail address on our local mailing list.

We are one of CLS’ most active attorney chapters in California.  Our monthly Bible study, discussion and fellowship is held from noon to 1 p.m. on the fourth Tuesday of each month at the offices of Wilson Elser Moskowitz Edelman & Dicker LLP, 555 South Flower Street, Suite 2900, Los Angeles, CA  90071.  

The Los Angeles chapter also sponsors thought‑provoking programs and panel discussions on a variety of matters of interest to Christian attorneys.  Recently, Dennis Kasper conducted a great seminar entitled “Update on Recent Establishment and Free Exercise Cases Before the California Supreme Court.”  Before that, Brian Heckmann, Richard Chinen and Greg Millikan held a panel discussion entitled “Perspectives on Gay Marriage, In re Marriage Cases and Proposition 8.”

Additionally, we assist local Christian law students throughout their academic careers and provide free legal aid to the poor through our sister organization, Christian Legal Aid of Los Angeles.  

If you have any questions about or ideas for our Los Angeles chapter, please visit our webpage at www.clsnet.org (under About Us\Chapters) or contact a Board member listed below.  We look forward to your becoming a member of CLS and our Los Angeles chapter, and to seeing you at a Bible study or other event soon.

Sincerely,

_______________________, President, CLS of Los Angeles


RENEW MEMBERSHIP – PRIOR LA AFFILIATION

Subject Line:  Invitation to Renew Your Membership in the Christian Legal Society and the Los Angeles Chapter 

Greetings in the name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ!

According to our information several months ago, your membership in the national Christian Legal Society (CLS) and in our Los Angeles chapter has expired.  This is an invitation from our chapter’s Board for you to renew your membership in CLS and our LA chapter.  As you may know, CLS is the largest nondenominational organization of Christian attorneys, judges, law professors and law students in the country.

There are many benefits available to CLS members, including access to the online national CLS member directory, a reduced registration fee for the annual national CLS conference and a subscription to the Christian Lawyer.  Beyond the personal benefits, members contribute, by their participation and by adding to our membership numbers, to the impact of a ministry with enormous eternal significance for attorneys and importance to our legal system. 

CLS supports biblical conflict reconciliation and free/low-fee legal assistance for the needy; defends religious freedom and the sanctity of innocent human life; and offers the love, teachings and call of Jesus Christ to over 120,000 law students on America’s more than 180 law school campuses.

We hope you will accept this invitation to renew your membership in CLS.  Unless you are involved with the Pasadena group or another chapter of CLS, we hope you will also renew your affiliation with our Los Angeles chapter at this time.  The easiest way to renew, and to affiliate with our Los Angeles chapter at the same time, is online, at www.clsnet.org.  However, a Renewal Form is also attached for your convenience.  When you complete the Form, you can affiliate with our LA chapter by identifying “Los Angeles” as your local chapter.  CLS will allocate a portion of your dues to help support our local programs and activities.  (Your membership dues are not increased.)  Please reply to this e-mail as well, indicating that you have done so, so that we can be sure that we have your current e-mail address on our local mailing list. 

We are one of CLS’ most active attorney chapters in California.  Our monthly Bible study, discussion and fellowship is held from noon to 1 p.m. on the fourth Tuesday of each month at the offices of Wilson Elser Moskowitz Edelman & Dicker LLP, 555 South Flower Street, Suite 2900, Los Angeles, CA  90071.  

The Los Angeles chapter also sponsors thought‑provoking programs and panel discussions on a variety of matters of interest to Christian attorneys.  Recently, Dennis Kasper conducted a great seminar entitled “Update on Recent Establishment and Free Exercise Cases Before the California Supreme Court.”  Before that, Brian Heckmann, Richard Chinen and Greg Millikan held a panel discussion entitled “Perspectives on Gay Marriage, In re Marriage Cases and Proposition 8.”

Additionally, we assist local Christian law students throughout their academic careers and provide free legal aid to the poor through our sister organization, Christian Legal Aid of Los Angeles.  

If you have any questions about or ideas for our Los Angeles chapter, please visit our webpage at www.clsnet.org (under About Us\Chapters) or contact a Board member listed below.  We look forward to your renewing your membership in CLS and our Los Angeles chapter, and to seeing you at a Bible study or other event soon.

Sincerely,

Bill Reichert, President, CLS of Los Angeles

P.S.  The 2009 CLS National Conference will be held in California for the first time in many years.  Join us for a great program, fellowship and fun in sunny La Jolla Thursday evening, October 15, through Sunday morning, October 18.  Members receive a discount on their registration fee.  For more information, visit CLS’ website at www.clsnet.org

CLS of Los Angeles Board of Directors:  


December 15, 2009

Grace and Peace on behalf of the Christian Legal Society!  

You are getting this message because you expressed an interest in CLS at some point in the last few years – or because a friend thought you may be interested in more information.  As you may know, CLS is a national non-denominational membership organization of attorneys, judges, law professors, and law students, working in association with others, to follow Jesus' command "to do justice with the love of God." (Luke 11:42; Matthew 23:23).  CLS is the only organization of its kind and focuses its efforts on religious liberty, Christian mediation/reconciliation, Christian legal assistance for the poor, as well as membership services for law students and law professionals.  I invite you to take a few minutes and check out CLS's website at http://www.clsnet.org, which recently underwent a facelift and continues to be improved to better serve our membership.  Our local Western Pennsylvania chapter site is in the process of being updated, so stay tuned for more information as we work on completing that project.  

In an effort to provide opportunities for Christian fellowship, encouragement and training locally, we host periodic CLE programs and regular luncheon lectures on various topics, generally scheduled for the first Thursday of the month at the Rivers Club in downtown Pittsburgh.  For each of these events, we will be sending out e-mail announcements once we get closer to the actual date of the events to solicit RSVPs and to provide more detailed information.  The next few programs on the calendar are as follows:

January 7, 2010 – Judge Mark E. Mascara from the Court of Common Pleas of Washington County will share his story of faith and healing

February 4, 2010 – Cynthia S. Scott, Choice Counsel

You may also want to consider participating in a weekly lawyers' bible study which is currently being held from noon to 1:00 p.m. on Wednesdays at First Presbyterian Church downtown, as well as a weekly lawyers' prayer meeting on Friday mornings at 7:30 a.m. at Trinity Episcopal Cathedral downtown.  Please contact me if you would like more information about either of these opportunities.

As far as membership is concerned, we do not collect local dues but, instead, encourage our members to join the national CLS organization which has due sharing program with its local chapters.  If you have yet to join Christian Legal Society, I encourage you to do so for 2010.  The national organization provides many support functions that help local attorney chapters succeed, that provide law students with resources to grow their law student chapters, and that assist attorneys as they integrate their faith into their professional lives.  CLS’s staff counsel also continue to be the voice of Christian lawyers on behalf of religious liberty in cutting edge cases.  CLS’s membership fees, which help underwrite its efforts, are $40 for first year lawyers, $100 for lawyers in their second through fifth year of practice, and $200 for lawyers with six or more years of experience.  If these fee amounts are prohibitively expensive for you, CLS wants you to join by paying a fee you think you can afford.  A membership form you can complete and send to CLS is attached, or you can go to the CLS web site and join there at http://www.clsnet.org. 

Thanks again for your interest and involvement – and please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions or comments!  

Merry Christmas!

In Christ,

